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The Senate proceeded, s in committee of the whole, fo
e considerstion of the bill o provide Jor a ln-mtiﬂy
wail from New Orleans 1o Vera Croz, via Tawpico, and
hack (v steam veseels, i

Mp, SOULE said : This bill, or rather a bill very much

before the Senule, und its
merils are familiar to every member in it. 1 do not
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The COUNTEY PAPER ls ri-weekly during the ses-
wune of Cougloss, and during the roc s, .
mhomm-m will bo reosived ou

uwn ike

t be, sir—and [ am among 1hose who
ondly !Mh@nl?i.l: hope—that we may nul.n‘uc the day
ulties may eloud the horizon and thiow us
into & slate of war wilh aoy foreign nation ; but still is it
not the province of a statesman to provide for such ¢

tingencies ! And while we are not required lo sacrifice
mrlﬂnﬁw the requirement which is inposed upon
those who may choose 10 undertake the running of this
line, why should we give up the advantage of being able
i certain emergenci
and 10 turn then to the delence of the country ? These
are the considerations which prompled me to require that
the vessels should be of the burden mentioned in the bill,
Mr. RUSK. The suggestion of the honorable senator

[ike this, bas slrendy besn

know, therefore, how far itis ry thot | shoul
sgain slate whasty on & former occusion, I deemed it my
lo urge on it consideration, in order to ehiaw the

from M husetts s to put this v 1o the lowest bidder,
irsespective of the sort of vessel in which it is to be car-
ried. 1 this be done it will not receive my sapport ; nor

duty : uld i th li i
vl the expediency of the measure for which |1 | WOuld any of those steam lines receive my support upon
i",':,';ﬁ,:" i1 will wot, bowsver. be out of place, | it. | LP1OVOS fon of that desori Thirisol & characler cor-
e that | should refer to some of the st I g witha grewt deal of the legislation of (his

which secured ils pussuge when il first came before us,
The Senate Wlllllbc:‘:“ln mind that, while vast and nu-
werons approprictions have been made for steamships
plying beiween some port on the north side of Muson and
Dixon's line and foreign ports, not one has as yel been
made for any communication that might immediatel
benghit a port south of that live.  Yet, sir, the act whjag
made provision for the transporiation of the United States
wails between the United States and foreign countries
D :1w|¥ in contemplution that u line would be es-
whlished between the points which this bill proposes 10
supply with one.  Through some miswording of the
bill, {uwenr. the provision to which [ allode was
deemed obseure, and remained a dewd letter. The conse-
quence has been that our intercourse with Mexico has
gradually diminished, and w commerce which, in 1535,
amounted in imports to upwards of $9,000,000, 18 naw 1e-
duced 1o something less than §2,000,000 ; while our ex-
1s, which were then of more than $8,000,000, had fallen,
1n 1830, to somelhing over §1,500,000, Thus have the rela-
tions which secured to s u valuable share.in the inter-
change of commodities, with our sister republic been no
utterly annihilated that onr government has been obliged
to resort 10 one of ils own  steamers 1o carry despatclies
from one country to the other, Thus has the bullion
which Mexico was in the habit ol exchanging with our
own productions been diveried to other channels than
those in which it hil & natural tendency to How. The
Brilish steamers now monopolize what there is of com.
merce in Mexieo, and sabiract from it what of the pre.
tious metals would have come to our ports had a jroper
communication been kept up between 1La twoy repablics,
wnd bad the provisions of the nct of 1845 heen complied
with as their spirit clearly required. What we have
lost in consequence of wo glaring a negleet on our part lo
attend to exigencies which pressed themselves upon us so
urgently could hurdly be believed if [ were 1o evidence it
in figures. Sir, let us hasten o redress the past, and do
smething 1o restore our relations with that eouniry
o a more naturel and healthy condition. Nor are
the wdvantages which our commerce may detive from a
closer und  nore h'ieadlz cotinexion with Mexico the
only consideration that should prompt us to the adoption
of the measure proposed. ere are other inlerests
of no less grade and importance that will be subserved
by 1. O interconrse with nei=hbors will and must un-
avoidably awaken them to u cousciousness of the im.
mense resources by which they are surrounded, and of
their ability, by proper application and industry, 1o turn
them to the Dnprovement of their physical, social, and
political eondivon. It will have wso a tandency to
strengthen those kind and friendly relations which it
should be our wish, as it is our interest, that we skonld
cultivate wnd extend.  Our postal department will not be
the last to receive benefit from the éontemplated muil wr-
rangement.  The quantity of mailable matter which is
being transferred every moath from Mexico to the other
ports of the wotld will, through the [acilities alforded,
won increase, und seek the nearest and the cheapest
chaunel through which it can be distributed thronghout
the globe, and in less than a year, perlu\Lu. amply eom-
pensate the expenditure authorized by the bill &r, com-
vared with the allowance made to other lines, iy will
beloand that while the line from New York to Liver-
pool 14 paid at the rale of three do'lars and ten cents per
mife, that proposed by this bill requires hut an expendi
ture of one dollar thitty-two and « hall cents per mile,
In whatever light, therefore, you eonsider tlie measure
proposed, it realizes but sdvantages (o the coustry, while
it

but &
treasury 1o enable it to go into operation, 1 hope, there-
fore, that the bill will not enconnter opposition, and that

it will be sulfered in

preseated You mllumnrk. Mr. President, that no as-
sistanca i demanded of the government to build the
steamships ; their constraction will remain entirely in the
charge of the contractors. Though e bill names a con-

ass in the form in which il has been

tractor with whom the Postmaster General may contract, |

itimposes upon that officer no absolute obligation to treat
with bim ; he is left 1o decide under bis own responsibil-
iy who is to have the eontraet, not absolutely the person
named in the bill, but, on the contrary, whoever may
tender better propositions, and offer ax complete and sure
enarantees that the eontract will be faithiully executed,
The wuggestion of the mensure came into this house
through the memorial of the individual mentioned in the
bill, and with the escort of the recommendation mads of
the same 1o the attention of Congress by the able officer
who holds the ehuirin the Post Otfice Department. Your
commitee, to whom the whole waa referred, could not
but imbody in its bill the memorial on whose accasion the
measure which it provided for had been referred to its
consideration. The committee was aware of the opposi
tion which the insertion in it of & samed contractor would
excite; and it was with a view 1o its avoidance that the
bill leaves it facultative with the Postmaster Geneml 1o
treat with him, or with such otier persond as may present
equal responsibility and equal lbllgl&’ o perform ite re-
quirements. Thus, sir, the main difficulty which might
bave arisen out of its specification of the individual with
whom the contract should be entered into being removed,
the bill remaine without wny of those objectionahle fea-
fores that might have endangered its success. [ hope,
therefare, that it will pase.

Mr. CASS. | merely wish 10 say one word, 1 bave

agreed with the statements made by the honorable sena- | P

tor, and 1 am entirely in favor of this measure; bot, for
ooe, [ say, sir, that [ think the name should be stricken
oot | want Congress to legislate, but pot lo adminis-
trate. [ want the reSonsibility to be thrown upon the
raper riment. | want the name stricken out of this
Il and the Postmasier General roquired, on due notice,
fo enler into a contract—uol exeeeding a given sum—to
rarry out this matter, and then et hilﬂ‘hu responsible [or
inexecution. In that way I can cheerfully give my vote
M CLEMENS. My, Py
t 3. r. President, | have prepared an
amendment which | beg leave 1o offer to ihe EI"F In the
wxth line strike out * with W. C. Templeton or,” and in
the meventh line strike out *“in his defanlt” and “other,”
od in the ninth line add, after the words “*United States,”
upon the best terma for the United States;” making
;'f read in this way “and for a sun not exceeding one
undred thousand dollars a year, with such person as
may offer sufficient and satisfactory security, for the
\ransportation of 1he mails of the United States, upon the
h ! terma for the United States, three times & month
rom New O:leans, vis Tampieo,” ke,
WM GWIN, 1 would suggest to the senator lo say
sich person or persans.’
ﬂr- LEMENS. | necept that modification, sir.
&~ ;i DAVIS. | would st anotber modification to
byt Il Tam in favar of the neral plan of the sena
vr from Louisiana, [Mr. Sovtr;] but | would like, how-
*t=if it meets with his approbation—to see this whols
"I':Nlmﬁ of contracts laid open, nnd not only 1o have
":lﬂ Mricken out, and have it open in that respect, but
A :lhi Ingnice whether there is any particulus advan-
rnf " requiring that these stenmers should be fitted up
i e purposes. or that they should be built of a osr-
peemae. Would it ot be as well—thia is the sug-
- llnn ['wish 10 make—to lesve this whole matter open,
i '8 1o the competition of everybody and anybody
" €an Turnish suitable and proper means, in proper
l"’lur-mbie veasels, for the transoortation of the

ively small amount {rom the | Which brings back lo you the means of meeting (b

country, and differiug aliogether from that of other coun-
tries, since the discovery and use of steam. e
economy 1o the last dime in money, but are as lavish as
wecan be in buman hie, We let these contrects at the
lowest rate !h-'L can be procuied, and send specula-
tors in rotten hulls upon the water, when the result would
be just as it was the other day at the mouth of the Co-
lumbia river t down wounld the vessel, und & large
number of passengers. would be lost. It is one of the
| of this systea that wo bave lilerally nosecurity for
human Jife, so far as steam navigation is congerned. It
is true that we have on our statuie-book a law, but it
amounis to nothing. 1t provides no remedy, It is just
the same as.if that sintute was not there. The English
government bave sufficient gonrds to prevent these dis
asters,  But our law does not aiva suflicient segority that
human lives upon these vessels are safe ; und the nnlyl'
benefit which this system has been to us, or the prineipal
one at least, and the ooly one which compensates for
the outlay over and above the income from the mail ser-
vice, is in the [nct that we have afloat upon the occan
vessels in which men can go with perfect safely. |
lieve that in none of these contracts at all has an accident
happened by which human life has been lost; and it has
been naw they were required (0 make their vessels of
sulficient strength. [ we are to carry on this system at
ally Jet us at least be careful thut, while we are saving
money, we donot admit in this way a plan where we
may cause a destruetion of human lile.

{ith regard to this propesition, we are in the immedi-
nle ﬂunilg of Mexico—a nation with a population num-
hering eight millions—a consuming people ; and yel such

liuve, as the honorable senator says, commerce with that
nation only to the amountof ahout §2,000,000, and kcarcely
sny intercourse.  Sir, we have us mueh intercourse with
China as we have with Mexico This proposition asks
that you shall putin communication with one of the ports
of Mexico a port ol your own countey, whieh furnish-
es you one-half the productions for export in the comn-
meree of the country ; and it ooly seeks o appropriate
100,000 for that object. The whole country will be
benelited more than that. | have no sort of doubt that
all the honorable senator (rom Louisings has said «in re-

d10 it will be verified, ln less than & year alter the
ine goes into operation, | have no doubt that the muil-
matter will more than pay the expense. 1 have no sort
of doubtof it. ls New Oileans, or that section of the
country, alone to be benelited by communication and
commerce with Mexieo ! Not at ail, They will ba but
little benefited by it. Mexico will consume the manu-
factures of the northern and aof the eastern portion of the
country, and will get in retwen its bullion. Who, then,
is 10 be benefited by it? 3

I know it is said thut no particular locality or section
can procure encoursgement for jls commerce mnd truns
portation of its mails, and evergthing of that sort, that
other loealitios or sections cannot ; and | shall regard the
vote upon tlis bill us in some measnre going o ehow
whether or not it is the disposition of this Congress to
encouruge those who ate in prosperity, and leave other
mections of the country wlone. ’

The benelits of this governinent should be extended all
overthe conntry, and not be confined o any particular por-
tion of it. Wy, sir, New Ocleans itsell fornishies—as
have said bifore—about one-hall of your exports. And
where huve yoil a forelgn mail there > Where is there a
| dollar of the money of this government invested 16 en-

conrage that commerce, which is, in fact, the commerce
L
| balanee of irade against you! There is none, sir. [
| seems 1o me Lhat there can be no question upon the pro
| priety of adopling this messure.

Me. DAVIS | do not think the honorable senator
from Texas [Mr. Rusk] quite understood the view which
I beld upon this question  In the first place, sir, | think
the honorable senator himsell will hardly question that
there may be other and suitable means lor transporta.
tion of the mails oblained in this country, aside rom a
war stemer, | think, sir, there are oiher advantages,
as well as other and soitable means, [or the transporta-
tion of matls and passengers, that may not be had in a
war stenner. [ think we have hal some experience on
that point, sir, and enongh to justify the conclusion that
that may be done, 4

Far be it from wie, sir, to desice that the Post Office
Depastment should place the mail in an unsuitable ves.
#el—in one in any way ansaiteble, either in size, dimen.
sions, tonnage, of in any other particular. | ehould say
that if the depuriment were elothed with power 1o
make a contract, they may be invested with the author-
ity to look into all these matters, and to make coutracts
wilh no oue unless he will furmsh suitable, proper, and
wa(e menns for the transportation of the mails.  Nor have
| any unfriendly feelings towards this bitl, [t is & new
idea 1o me, sir, that the transportation of the mails is a
sectional question. | bad supposed that people had as
much occasion to send Jetiers 1o Yera Croz as to New
O lenns, and that other places of frade anil business ia the
country have ns miuch interest in establishing  mails be-
tween ports of this country and loreign couniries as New
Orleans or any other place in the country. ;

It would be rather extraordinary, sir, that these intor-
exty, ¢ xisting extensively as they doin all portions ol the
eountry, shionld allow any fealings ol bostlity 1o eprin
smong them becaase a coutract for carrying the ma
luy through any particalar region of the couniry, Bir,
repudinte all such ideas and all sueh reasoning with re-
gard 1o the mails. mail s a matler of commaon inter-
est and ol common benefit 1o the whole country: it is
established for that parpose.  1tis on that groand that o'n
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s to avail ourselves of such vessels, | and

1 be- | tak

has been our negligence and our carelessness, that we

I [the inequality, so far, ol the operation of this system.
But, sir, the fault is in the syStem itsell, Such asystem |

conlract may be made in the vsual manver, not as a con-
truet by Congress, or under the immediate direction of
Congress, specifying the individual with whom it shall be
matle, and all the conditions respecting it, but leaving the

uhject to the munagement uoder the general law and
regulations of the Post Office Department, so that the de-
partment advertise for contracts, und enter into them
n itnow does with all our interior mails throughout the
country. The bill, if thus amended, will meet my views
teceive my vole. But if it remuin in its present form,
ull, or almost all, of the evils 1 find in the system of otean
mails, of which it must be regarded as & pait, will require
me 1o vole aguinst it.

Mr. President, belore the
ers, of which we have now he
began, great ad gen, greal b greal superiority
over ull other plans, were predicted of it, and promised
forit.  Sir, 1 was not able in advance to see that these
promises woull he realized. 1 did not then believe they
would be. The result, after several years' experience ani

tem of ccean mail steam-
d some experience, was

2, 1852,

R

\aris d 1o anuual relos,

Wre sulBoriscd ) WL OUr agenia | aud, by
wending us yive DAILY subscribers, with § L0 snclosed, oy vive
BEMI-WEEKLY beaw, with @l enclose & errive WEEKLY
d, will be sutitle 1o e copy of

this should be done. But what was the result 2 Sir, my
wingle voioe, though it feirly represented the rights and
necessitles of five Aundred millions of commeres in these
ﬂ:r!ﬂ'l. and faithfully expressed the wishes of eight
millions of American citrzens, wias distegarded—ihe re-
uest waas nﬂmd. And upon what ground do you sup-
posit, sir ! Not that it was unressonable—uot that the
evils complained of did not exist, and ovught 10 be reme-
died. No, wir, none of that. But because the service
required would cost one hundred thousand dollury '—that
baving the year before the lowest bid, when pro-
posals for w contract had been advertised for. A vast
sum, 1raly, for carrying the lurgest mail in the United
States dnify through the most lwportant region of our
whele county, and over & routs al lmntﬂﬁﬂuu hundred
miles in lengih ! To wy repeated appeal, be responded
that the reverue of the depariment from the mails on the

Missirsippi to Califoruia and Oregon by water, and in
that direction [ wani to furmish facllities both lor travel
and for icatl pond ow, those
objects which | bave are ve able 10 my
people, and 1o the whole valley of the Mississippi, from
which | come. [ helieve a large portien of the inhabi-
tants both of Oregon and California bave gone from the
Miniu&qﬁ valley, and it is important that they should
have rendy access by means of correspondence, and alao
by travel, to their friends at home. 1do pot know—aml
this-is what T wish to uscertain—whether ihe line from
New York 10 Chagres and to the mouth of the San Juan
touches at New Orleans,

Mr RUSK  One of them does, The Chagres mail
toucties nt New Orleans— not the other,
~ Mr. UNDERWOOD, Well, [ am glad to receive the
information, because | thought | had same recollection
that that was the cuse. Now, if this line could ba extended
without much expense, so us to give us additional com-
there to the mouth of the San Juan or

ANT

4 Ront

proposed youte did not equal in amount the sum de-
watided for the propused ::‘}mn!e of service, This [ ex- .
plained by facts—well ascertained by t persons, | mu

be route—which

observation, has not i my as not
ch my belief. But | have seen mainly what [ ex-
; and that is, large expenditures of money by the
vernment for the benefit of individuals, and wssocia-
a%m of individogls, who have been favored with a mo-
nopoly of the contracts, and a bonus to tike them, with-
out even the chance of that benefit to the gavernment in
the \nr of saving money which might have been de-
rieved from competition. And have (hese mails been
carried nn&beiur. more np-ditiou-lﬁ. or more regularly
than it is fair to supposs they would have been under con-
tracte lét out and entered into in the usual way? Look,
sir, at our mail system upon the land, and upon our inland
waters, All the service under that system is performed
by contract, entered into after regular periodical adver-
tisement, and open 1o unrestricted competition, En-
geging in that competition we find almost numberless
individuals, competent 1o an efficient performance ol the
undertaking, and prepared with ample security for their
fidelity. To the lowest and best bidders these contragts
are awarded. And we find that the service thus under-
en, -ﬁwhe'mrer the supervising authorily exercises
due vigilance,) is well performed; and that, 1oo, nl-
though under the influence of this {ree competition, the
prices paid for the service grow less und less in amount
every sutcesding }'Nf' [ apprebend—indeed, | nin Fure—
that‘an inspeciion of the bids of every annual letting of
the muil service will sbow that the prices paid are re-
duced every year. And there is reason forit, The es-
tablishment of u regular and well-contlucted mail line is
a souree of profit to the contractor, not to the smount of
the compensation from the government alone, but also
from travel, if on the land, and from both travel and
freight, if on the water. Maluplying his sources
profit, he is ennbled, and an enlighténed self-interest ina
duces him, to reduce the rate of chiarging from each. [n
this way, while the increase of travel and trangportalion
of freight is almost incalculable npon a well-condue
mail hine, we find the reduction in the rates of bida for
mail contracts both certmin and decided every year.
Why, then, shall we not have the adveniages, on
score of ecomony, in our system of mal service
the sea, as well as vpon the kind and our rivers ?
repeat, | have been, and am, unub'le to see the advan
of this system over the other [ have described.

Sin, 1
tnges
J am in

(or would, with some slight moditications of detaily un-
Iess those who advocate a different one for our loreign
mail serviee can show its superiority.  This they have
not yet done,  Until they do, | shall vole against it, in
whatever bill it may eome up. ;
The considerations presented by the senator from Louis-
iana in favor of this line of commuuication eommend
themeelves 1o my favor most strongly, not only from the
general advantages, iga o 1 point of view,to the
whole conniry, but his remurks appeal, and with no litle
force, to that sectional feeling Irom which no man is en-
tirely [ree, and of which I, perhape, have us much as any
one.  He pointed out the advantages which would acerue
from it directly to the southern portion of this con-
lederacy, of whichl am owe of the representatives, |
know but too well, sud bave cause 1o feel but too strong.
I{. how well-foundediis all he said on that sabject ; and
also of all the senator from Texas [Mr. Rusk] said of

mudl necessarily be unequal Tn its operation—and in 1hat
Iies the muin point and [orce of my objection lo this bill—
for there s no disguising the fact that it is a par essen-

of | sir, A

before this body.
for | Gengrat ‘showid’
the | ling to do, if Co

o |of ordering it—that is, to advertise for & contract to

favor of adhering to the one that works well at home, | H

1o

8, radders, and posimasters on U
were all in favor of the chunge. These facts were, that
u the Em then and still pursued, the & tation
of the mails was so irregular and uncertain, and often so
low, thai private conveyances were in most inetances re-
sorled 10, and, in consequence, not more than ane-terth part
of the muiluble mater that'passed up and down the route
was cisriad in the mails. Let the plan be but changed, how-
ever, a8 | proposed, let a regular line be established
thie mails be regularly anil expeditiously carried, a

ull this would cesse; the mailable matter would seck iis
proper channel, and the legitimate revenue of the depart-
ment from that source would be incremsed in a corres-
g ratio, this, | rej i, whal every one
knowa to be true, that the facilities for travel, and the
transportation of light freight, which a regular and expe-
ditious line of steamers, such as a mail contzact (properly
enforced) wonld require, would make the enterprise ex-
ceedingly profitable to the contractor, as a general busi-
ness transaction, independent of the mail; and that, as
conkeq i petition would b active, and that,
although the first contract might be at a high price—even
as high asa hondred thousand dollars—yet the bids at
the next lettings would very cerlainly be reduced lo a
much lower sum—probably 1o one-half, perhaps to one-
third, or even one-lourth of the firet.  Bau, sir, this was
all in vain, The refusal was persisted in. The head of
the Post Office Depariment at that time, from considera-
tions of an eonomy wot, [ fear, peculiarly his own, (and
which ";:Iv be not inaptly churacierized as * penny wise
and pound foolish,") and from a fear expressed by him at
the time that he might #eem 1o be extravegunt, was
proof aguinst all facts and insensible to all uppeals. Then,
m; the executive branch of the government im.

able, or father incorrigible, although nader the law
compelent (o extend the reliel so needed and desired,
and admitted by himsell w be o0, | brought the subject
I proposed here that the Postmaster
s Be 'hqml:ed o do rll?'“ wlaln #0 ohq:-
[eLl proper, and wiat he expresse imsell very wil-
: if Congress would take tho reﬁpl:l_ll:iybilil!

earry the mail upon the Ohio und Mississippi rivers upon
the same plan then and pow in operation everywhere elee
in the Union. But, sir, [ was equally unsuccesstul here.
ardly a vole gould | get, in addition to my own, for a
proposition against which no man can make a reasonable
or even a plausible objection. Then, as now, sir, no ab-
jeetion was urged to the proposition 1tsélf—no one ques-
its justice_or propriety. Some raid, leave it with
the ‘Postmaster General ; itis his province and hisduty.
Othiers said, s | am told to-day, this is not thewizht time,
nor the right bill on which to pass it.  8ir, 1 have lirard
this sgrofien that | should despair of ever finding either)|
the right time or the right place, if it were in my nature
1o despair of success when | know and feel that T have

truth and justice with me. 4 y
But, sir, at the very time the Senate wais rejecting this
sure, hundreds of th la were voled away, slmost
without question, for an ocean mail ling from a single
Atluntic port to some point in Europe. Mr. President,
why was this? Why is it now? An answer—a slirring
a startling answer—muy at no distant day be given,
even upon this floor, from other lips than mine, whose
words will be more regarded—from lips which shall be
moved by a puw_q]. coming up from a distance, which
even this Senate will not be able to resist. I the mean
titme, let it be said here, and let it go beyond the country,

ttal]y—as it will certainly be in pr | oper
the system | appose. ~ : 2

Senators express great solicltude for the proteclion of
|ihe lives of passengers on ihese ocean sieamers thal ciry
our mails, and thinkit necessary to adopt such a systen
as thie, in which the size and kind of vessels shall be
srescribed as indispensable to great and desirable objects.

ol |

| tuat w e whole Mississippi valley, with iis twen'y
tho miles of river coast, ils t wil gteamboats, ite
five hundred millions of commerce, and its eight millions

of people, asks & single mail line, which is indispensable
to ita ordipnry business, which will not cost 100,000,
and which wnifmor_n than pay back the money dauctiy in
révenus, aska in vain, yet a single port on the At-
luntic coast has but to ask for millions, and they are

e sentiment is a good one; it covymends itsell alike
and with equal foree 1o our feelings and to our interest.

But, sir, why should their eyes, and their_sympathies, |
and tbeir solicitude, all be tasued in one direction, anJl
all lowards the ocean’ Are notthe millions of our peo. |
ple who travel by steam, and along our mail lines, upon |
our great rivers and great lakes, equally deserving of |
sympathy, aml solicitude, and the protecting care of this |
goverment, when it engages in legislation, and heavy ap- |
proprintions of money for the protection of bomen ile ¢ |
Sir, [ join them in the sentiments of sympathy and soliei-
tude on this subject they so strongly manifest; but if
they expect me lo give them “matenal aid” noils prac-
tical manifestation, they wust join me also in extending
it to my people, as wnrl as their own, by a system of
legislation which shall be general in its principles, and
equal in its operalion over all |

Now, sir, as to the importance of the gz:jm*d line ol
which the senator from Louisiana [Mr. Sovik] has so
well spoken, and in respect to which 1 so lully sgree witn |
him, | undertake to say, and no one can successfally con- |
troverl, that the line ol mail communication along the |
| Mississippi valley is far more impottant, [ care not in
| what relation you estimate it—whether in length of route, |
in amount of travel, or in valoe of commeree. Indeed, |
in all thewe respects, the importarice and interest of the |
great valley very far excesd our whole Atlautic com.
merce,  But on the Atlantic, for fewer people, and fora
smaller commeree, we are expending millions, by a sys-
tem of monopolies from whieh wealthy eapitalists are
deriviog the chiel benefit ; while on the greatesl of rivers,
greater for us even that the ocean, for more people, und
greater commerce, we are giving no care, no allenlion,
no protection, no facilities, nnd searcely a recognition, in
the matter of either mails or commerce or navigaion. |

a former oceusion lgu my wupport 10 this
is on that ground | shall support it now. 1 have no dis-
position [nrther than to make n suggestion, and | was in-
flusnced in making the suggestion which 1 did by thie
toason , and | 1I1i:§ my honorable (riend will agree with
me, for he does not wish any impediment thrown in the
way of cairying this matter into execution, and | enter.
tain the same opinion. | was foreibly impressed with the
thought that il in the bill you require the steamer 10 be
fitted up for war purposes, instead of carrying the matter
into prampl execution, you are (hrowing impediments in
the way ol doipg it. The very terma employed 1o describe

U Th

gh this whole valley—at any rate from Louisville, |
on the Ohio, and from St Louis, on the Mississippi, to |
New Ofleans—there is not a single mail line—not one— |
not even by the ordinary system of eontraet Both

those streams, wherever navigable, are, by the general |
lnw, *mail-toutes * but from Laoaisville and St Louis, |
downwards 1o the ocean, thers is not a single “mail.

line" =no, «ir, not one ! This may strike some seoators |
withsurprise, for, indeed, it is a surprising staie of things ; |
but it e trae, Tostead of giving us o “line,” as other paria |
ol the country have, the transportation of our mails along
that great thoroaghfare, apwards and downwards, over

the vessel imply that some extr ¥ i 1o be
laid out upon her.

Now, | apprehe
arpangerment as that, [t does nol propose to know of
what particular struclure & vessel is, but some informa-
tion is 1o be arrived &t in some other way. But the de-
pariment is to be swtisfied that it is & war vessel.

Well, now, as | =aid, | think the honorable member
from Texas [Mr. Rusk] and my friend from Louisiana
{Mr. Bovrk) will be satished that thia provision is sn
impediment to this bill. [ think it is &n obstacle in the
way ol carry . nto 3 and although
I will not mysell move to atrike it out, | think it would
be better for the senator 1o have it sirigken out.

Mr. SOULE. I the honorable senalor will allow me,
I am rendy 10 strike oul whatever relates lo the necos.
sity of the st being capat being applied to war
purposens hut [ will inmist npon the tonnage, because,
wnless the tonnsge be determined by the bill, we have no
securily that whatever yessel shall bo allowed to us will
aftord those conditions Lo mecurity which alone ean make

it attainable. - i
Mr DAVIS., Then 1 add that it was no part of mz
! Lonisi i 1 it wort

and

MIII
would say ngain that Lam friendly, as the h
::Mr himself very knows, uS the general plan
!T o not at present see wny necessity for making re
urmnrnu which the bill makes, that the steamers shall
up for war purposes, or

"T;'llh 1onnage.

LSOULE 1 had two objects in view in requiri
‘:" these steamahips shonld be of & certain mnm. 'R%
rd W 0 secure that the mails should he such

“eln un wonld aflord some adequate accommodation 1o
PMasengern; and it was eonsidered \bat onless a certwin
we ke wan wpecified 10 the bill, and was required,
‘;-“.“lﬁt be axpased to \he difficalty of having mnch
Wt there as would not anewer the ex -
m*,g thin bill was intended to satisly. The pext
s thum was from the Trennt condition of our trade
whi Bolf, and the possibility of a war, the danger of
whi k“‘ twakened in onr minds by an oecurrence
rm: took plase some time since—the ol two
. lh:n fieetn in the gulf. The candition of our commeres

&ull is such that it requires conatant and active

ahle

thiat they sball ba of o e

il the trom Ls
while to persiat in this provision, to move 1o strike it out
but I think his own inmhrqniuhuhdm. a\nj
with these remarke | leave the further on of

subjret. ;
Mr, LAND. 1 with the senator from Loui-
winna [Mr, Sovte) in all he has said of the moral and
commer miu-uﬁ- to be derived from such a com-
munication as this bill proposes to establish.  And [ ap-
prehend there is no difference of :‘dnioninthmm_n{

jeetion 1o the bill lies
mainly to the by

Congreas,
tv.l:ul:'to‘.i:fml:-prfn . of : tion of the pablic
1 rmAnce any por of the
wervioe. There lien the Iondmingol my objection.
Mr, DAVIS. | hope the senntar understands that this
rmim%-mgmﬂhmmhﬂmﬂ aomnm é
Me. BOR! . As it is proposed 1o be amended, sue
uth:pm;hé’u&hulllmrmhhm Imww
t proposed wena Alnbama [ Mr. .
mjh.wuonhmiumhmnm.uh

ronators in that

|
nid this sch,sme contemplates o such | of any kind thatinay chance 1o

ndet | yory subjest of Wwhie

dw of miles, 18 nade a weekly of a daily jobbing nat
by sgenis ot the seversl towns along the river, and on boats
offer. Such is the system
with which we are patoll, and bave been forced 1o put
up with for years; a system—or rather & want of wys-
tom—{ram ngch no sensible man conld expect unnhmg
better than irregulatity and dissppointments, and whie
proves oven worse in i1y resulis than the least sangaine
could have anticipated.  In consequence of this wretch-
ed atate of things, we have complaints from
of the Wesi—lor all are ted in the
great thoronghfare, and =il are aggrieved at s embar-
rassment, On our tables now are the resolutions of the
legislature of Tennessee, pointing out the evils under
:ﬁuh wo all saffer, prote ngainst their eontinuance,
and asking for that reliel which it is our duty o gram
And what, sir, ia the kind snd amount of reliel thus ask-
e for 7 Not that we shall engage in any new system of
legislation ; not that we shall make mx specinl congres-
sional contracts ; not that we shall build upany rien mo-
nopolies, nor that we should prescribe the size or kind of
vessels in which our mails may be carried, or engage 1o
pay extravagant specific sams ol monuy for the ser-
'm{h no, #ir, mmh:.t this. The rem;ut_ s pim-
al you w us on same looting wit
ﬂi« in:dot nwnt- of the country, under the gen-
eral law for the tran of the mails,
every other route of even ten miles length, whether
on lln.:: .lin Aes by wlm:::i or on
steambosts. s not nqn;rl 8 ' a ren-
sonable one ! Then, wg should it hsmmhl t—why
not eamplied with 7 Sir, when 1 first came hore as n
among the first mat-

nator, now fonr years -

::rl ol duty whie.hy uldm:ﬁb my aitention was

h | am speaking. | had not
only henrd, but I knew and felt, from personal ob-
servation and experience, all ahout the evils of irreg-
ular and insufficient maile in the Mississippi
ley, the very root of which was this want of &
“fine” wpon the Missisippi. ng o l?a goneral
law, 1fonnd that it was Lfor the

1o oxtend to us all the reliel wa req

all quarters
iness of the

neral regret
h,'?n my own aceounl, as I have some facts and views,
growing

10 the Jow- | give

nx
i vertining And letijog the servit
e s 1 cuiaX upon e ik lehted s

granted for the asking ! ] |

Mr, President, senators make an appeal in behalf of |
the line this bill proposes 1o establish, upon the ground |
of equalizing the operation of the system of ocean mail-
stenmers, ‘l‘{e ¥ that the system his so far operated un-
equally upon di sections of the Uniwn ; wod this
pr tion is 1o make it equal. Sir, | know it operates
unequally, and that is a main ground of my opposition
it manl when they talk of equalizing the operation, |
think it would be well for them to extend their observa.
tions wod somewhat more widely and generally
over the country. T am as tived an they can be of the
partial awd unequal operation of this sysiem ; aod for
this reasan, in all ita bearings, | will give no vote here
which shall contribute inany degree 1o its continusnte
No vote of mine shall be given which shall not halp to
s discontinuance—which shall not insist that all parts
of the eountry, whether near 1o this capilal or remote
from it—whether on the Atlantic coast, or ou our “in-
land seas” —shall be placed upon an -.-?unl. footing in the
eye of the law, and be equally cared lor and respected
underits operation. Now, sir, to accomplish un object which
all of us must ncknowledge to be jast, and proper, and
necessary, is no difficalt task in the important matter of
our uu1|,l. [t is to adopt one uniform role, snch as we
final nlready in operation by our general law and regula-
tions for the post office systern, which, with some slight
modifications in matters of detail, wostly of adminisira
tiom, is perhaps aa good s we shall be able to adopt in |
this generation. [t 18 to requite the Postmaster General |
1o place all routes which Congress shall have established |
spon the same footing, and, in procuring mail service upon
them, 1o advertise for contracts, to be given to the lowest
and hest bidders, with ample security for a fauhul per
formance of duty. Let these contracts be made at stated
periods, and under an open and unrestricied competition.

Senantors seem 1o think that in this instance, »e in
other cased, of ocean mail steamers, it is imporiant that
wao shatl prescribe the size and characier of the vessel
Why, sir, should this be required in respect to ocean
mnilvu. and not in respeet 10 the means of transporting our
Jand and river mails in the interior of the country ! We
know that in {ormer years this requirement was made in
regard 10 all our mail transportation, whether on land or
water. But this has all been wbandoned—doubtless for
good and sulficiont reasons—at any rate abandoned in re-
gard (o all interior maile ; und now the advertisements
eall for proposals to earry the mails, and are silent as to
thvn menns of transportation,  Without paasing here to in-
quire inte the propriely of this change, | would, however,
wsk if there be not an equal pecessity and propriety in
making this preseription, asto eapheity and the kind of
means of transportation, for our river and lapd mails, ns
for those on the ocesn ! hynot! If the convenience
and safety of one portion of the people of the Union de-
mand this prescription at our hands in one case, | hold
that 118 advantages should be extended to all. 1f not re-
guired for all, [ cannot understand the propriety, and do
not recogn ise the duty to give it to any, asa special favor,
by :rﬂal [TOVIsIOn., ’ 3 :

I think the whaole aystem, which recognises inequali-
ty and diserimination between different sections of the
conntry and different portions of our people, ns this does,
im ensentially vieione, and onght 1o be repudinted and re-
jeeted in our legislation, no matier in what lorm it may
present itsell, T am against it i all sbapes and all times,

1o it

Chigres, it would meet my wishes, and, | think, pro-
mote the interests of our people in & very great degree.
11, however, the expensen, in the opinion o’ those who
liave examined the subject & great deal more than I have,
are !oolﬂrul. 1 will not make any effort st all to accom-
plish a thing of the kind, or if the communication al-
ready, by means of the New York line throogh New
Otleans, s sullicient 1o meet the wants of our people.
would like 1o know how often that ls—whether monthly

or semi-monthly.
Mr. RU%?L Semi-monthly. .
Mi. UNDERWOOD. Really, I hardly think that

wonld meet the wishes of the valley ol the Mississippi.
Mr. SOULE, 1 can satisfy the gentleman upon one of
the points of his inquiry. By awarding this line Lw will
actunlly create new facilities for 1 tween
the P'acific and Atlantic. There ia now a routein pro-
gress IhrunPIa Mexico in the hands of one who was once
a citizen of the United States, now become a citizen of
Mexico, who will be enabled to carry the mails [rom San
Francisco 1o New Orleans in less than fourteen da,
touching at Vera Cruz. And whatever lacility we give
between this country and any pait of the retuhhr. of Mex-
ico actually uffords new means of establishing the com-
munications between the Atlantic and Pacidc.. To ex-
tend now this line to the places mentioned by the hon-
orable seuntor would so considerably increase the ex-
penditure, that it might be one of those insuperable dif-
ﬂ:umra which would necessarily doom to eternal loss
the bill.

» wiih §10 d,
came edition &s ihey Mursia ws subscabsrs fr, g7 aits,

striking out of lines six and seven the words “W, C.
empleton, or, in his default, with such other person,”
und insert the words “such person or persons.”
The Lmon being then taken, the amendment was

agreed
The second amendinent was stated to be 1o insert in
lh‘(mmd lim‘“:ﬂ.u the ‘:::ld ;“mnrity." the
l... - 2
'hn;“pu “?lo‘;“. the question being
amendment was atated 1o be (o insert in the

worda *Uni

“upon the _Imlul ‘“i =

uestion en tuken, it was 1o,
. Mr. PRATT. The bill, as oﬁ':i'uﬂy pr re-
quired that these steamers should be suitable for war
purposss. | understood that there was & motion to strike
O e PRESIDENT. There b been no proposil

N NT. ere hus been no ition as

yet submitted to strike out that clavse. ‘The samendments
gramud by the senator from Alabama [Mr. CLemzss]

ave all been gone through, aud the bill'is now open 1o
wmendment ; and thal proposition can now be made.

Mr. HUNTER. [ move o stiike out that provision
which requires these vessels 10 be constructed in such a
manner an 10 he suitable for war par ?

Mr. CHASE. 1shall vole for this amendment, which
1 understand is made with the concurrence of the senator

I | from Louisiann, [Mr. Sowre,] and then | shall vote very

cheerfully for this bill. It seems lo me to
eminently required by (he wants of the commerce of the
Gulf, Asgther genilemen have said that they ve
this bill from sectional considerations, I have only
that 1 shall vote for it because | desire those measures
to be adopted whieh will benefit every section of the
cauntry. | know no secions in my regards.

Mr, BORLAND. I trust the honorable senstor from
Ohio [Mr. Cuasg] will permit me u word, as 1 am the
only senator, I believe, who mentioned sectional feelings
and considerations in :e‘?ml 1o this matier; and_the sen-
alor must of course allude to my remarks, 1 desire o cor-
tect him in ihe evident mistake into which he has fallen.
[ did not= say that | was anlel,yl'lmovad in any advocacy

1.

be a measure

for
nay

which | mght give this b hly sectional feelings.
I eaid that I should vote for this bill from some un:i:n-
| by the from Louisinna, [Mr.

SouLe ;]I:ml in addition to those general views and con-
siderations which would influence me very «strongly
was that sectional feeling from which no man was en-

hl‘ﬂy free.
I

1

Mr. UNDERWOOD. My abject is plished.

Mr. GWIN. In addition to what the senator from
Louisiana [Mr. SBourg] has said, | have information upon
this au?jnul————hawnm in my possession some facis in regard

_ I'look upon this bill as one of the greatest import-
anee in the view which the senator from Kentucky [Mr.
Uspeawoon] has taken of it. It will cause a vast in
crease of intercourse between the western country and
Californin, not only in carrying the mails, but in trans.
porting passengers. [ did not expect this bill would come
up to-day, and have not before me some facta which |
would like to bring to the notice of the Senate; butl
have certain stalements made by persons who are con-
versant with the subject which demonstrate that this
will be a great &mlal:nl{n; route—one of the most im-
portant we can establish—over which the families of the
western emigrants will go 1o their new homes,
cross the plains. The wome
this route to join fathers, hash iy
vessel cun go from the Halize to Vera Cruz in three days,
and a stenmsbip in two. From Vera Cruz there is a rail-
roud lh:on;fln the drilt sand and swamp luod 1o Santa Fe,
over which stages and team wagoons are carried on
tracks, Stages make the journey from Vera Cruz Lo the
¢ity of Mexico in two days. From the city of Mexico to
Quarnavace, (filty-four miles,) on the road to Acapuleo,
there is a daily stageline.  Tue rond is completed for car-
ringges filty-four miles further to Ponta-de-Isila, with the
exception of two unimportant bridges. ‘The remainder of
the road IUII\BRTDEBO- through the cities of Equala and Chil-
I!:“.in‘o’ is only mmule path ; but great efforts are making
¥ Alvarado, the present popalar governor of the State of
(Fuerraro, of the south, to complele the road to the Pacific
ocean. This is what is called the southern road, There
is a due western carrisge road passing through the im-
poriant city ol Gadelehiun, on which a daily Sage ruus to
Tepee, a distance of aboul eighteen leagues from

on the Pacific ocean. And il is expected that in a

w months the road will be opened 10 San Blas for
stages.  The distance from Vera Cruz to the Pacific by
Acapulca 18 six hundred miles, while the route by San
Blas is twelve hundred.

So energetic have the State authorities shown them-
selves mince the adoption of the new constitution, that
important public improvements are everywhere resumed,
and the country is comparatively [ree Irom robbers—so
innch so that unarmed Californians travel slong through
the country without apprebension and without risk.

Daring ihe Mexican war the Brinsh minister ran an
express regularly rom Vera Cruz 1o Mazatan, in el&h!
days, and is running the same express now. At that
rate we can rl from New Orleans 10 Vern Cruz in three
days; from ¥era Cruz to Mazatlan, nine days; and from
Mazatlun to San Diego, four da ing in all, from
New Orleans to Diego, sixteen days. The tri-
monthly route to be established by this bill will connect
on the Paeific side at Acapuleo, or San Blas, with the
tri-imonthly route preparing to start from Panama 1o San
Fraueisco, so that there will be a constant communica-
tion thece twice w month, pot only 1o New York, bul to
New Orleans ; and the latter certainly will be one of the
maost desirable emigrating routes, as well as an important
mail-ronte. A cowpany has been formed to establish a
telegraphic line from A;.:Eulw 1o Vera Cruz, which is |
encouraged and roni hy the Mexican government.
When established, the communication between Califor-
nin and New Orleans will be us follows: From S
Franciseo 10 Acapuleo, six days; telegraph 10 Vera
Crug ut once, and thence to New Orleans, three days—
thus mwaking the time of communication from eight 10
ten days.

Mr. UNDERWOOD, | really am very happy 1o hear
of these facts. | had not taraed my attention to 1he

The men
n and children will iu by
k] N nn .‘.I

| investigation of this subject; but it ocedarred 1o me that

the vast interest which the people [ represent had in a
mote direct communicalion, boib for ravel and eorres-
pondence, than we now had woald be somewhat affecied
by this bill, and that induced me to make the inguiries
which | huve made. Now, with the information which |
my [riend from California [Mr. Gwin) and my friend
Irom Lowisiana [Mr. Sovie] have given 10 me, it does
suoen 1o me that we ought 1o pass the amendments and
then pass the bill, as they are intended to provide for our
westert interests ; und [ hope they will receive the fa.
vorable consideration of eastern gemlemen—that they
will ?in us some opportanity to have a spesdy commu-
nication with our (riends upon the Pacific, | am very
happy 1o hear the fuets which have just been communi
cated to me, and to find that the facilities to be given us
are much greater than 1 supposed they were, ¥ ohject
in rising was 1o inquire of my fnend from Loeaisiana
[Mr. Sourx] whether miditional facilities could not be
given us by extending this roate through to San Juan or
to Chagres.  From the suggestions which have been
thrown oat, | am satisfied 10 ke it as it is,

Mr. MALLORY. | suppose this may be looked upon
ns the eommencement of dralts upon the treasury in favor
of stenm:lines. Our expenditures in that respecl now
exceed @1,400000, and if we grant the requisitions
which are legitimately before os—which are contempla-
ted by our commitlees, and favorably considered by them—
they will, in the course of a few days, t to whout

CHASE. I undoubtedly referred to the honerable

from Arkunsas, [Mr, ‘Boatanp ;] but [ also re-

ferred 1o olher senators who have assigned somewhat

the same reasons for thisbill. 1have only to luy#

1 think those honorable senators themselves, in r

former couree, have shown by their liberality, when

other sections of the country were concerned, that_they

are not altogether governed by these local considera-
tions,

The honorable senator from Texas [Mr. Rusx] in his
remarks adverted to the circumstance that the steam
lines heretofore authorized by Congress have plied be-
tween northern poris, and that the benefits of such & sys-
tem helong generally 1o the North. Now, Ir no
Atlantic interest. But it must be obvious 10 the Senate,
upon u moment's reflection, that such must be the case. It
is & law of Nature—** a law of God"—asn dlﬂmpﬁmlhd

tor from husetts once informed us, that the
oceans of the earth generally diverge from esch uther as
they go southward, and the shortest line of transit will
always obtain the commerce. The northern poris present
the shiortest line, and commerce must naturally flow there.
But when there is a line proposed between iwo poiots in
the soutbern section of \be country, I trust Ken-
tiemen will be as prompt in votiug for & measure
benefit of that commerce as for their own.

M. am sure ern cases haye been
a little eontrolled by patronage.

Mr PRATT. 1 hope that this amendment will not
prevail ; and [ ask the Senale to do me the favor of lis-
lenlmgtun very lew remarks, which will convince
that this amendment should not be . The bill pro-
yoses that we should pay $100,000 a year for carrying the
mails between New O:leans and Vera Cruz, Thal is the
‘maximum smount ; but | bave never known a
amount placed in any bill of this kind, but thal that was
the sum really paid. This bill might lead one to suppose
that the contract may be made for a less smount than that.
Bat such will not be the case. At all events, it has not
been Lhe case hefetofore ; and 1 think, therefore, | have
righit 1o assume thut the real proposition contained in this
bill is tobave the mails carried between New Orleans
and Vera Cruz I‘ur.ﬂmﬁaow a year,

Now, as the bill stands, the Postmaster General is
abliged to have vessels, not ouly of eight hundred tons
burden, but_of sufficient strength to adapted to war
purposes. We therefore get upon this line a_superior
vessel, a vessel ol much greater strength, without
government advancing one cent more than il this
ment was adopted, and we were Lo have vessels of an
degree of strength, provided the required amount of ton-
nage was obtained.  Why, then, should this cmendment
be adopted 2 Is there any earthly reason for i,
be upon the argument of the honorable senalor w
lym taken his seat, [Mr. Cuase,] that the South,
tnes which are to be given (o them, ure to be placed upon
u better footing tban the North ¢

We have established lines of steamers for earrying the
mail from New York to varions paris of the world.
They are all war steamers, or of sufficient strength to be-
come war steamers, and carry guns to protect the passen-
gers and commerce transported in those vessels, No
why should not this line, which 1s proposed 10 be .
lishied for New Orleans, be of the same strength, and
have the same facilities, when it s lo cost the govern-
ment no more ? We are 1o puy only .mo,oo?
whether the vessels npon that line be of w
strength for war steamers or nol. | ask senatots, then
why adopt P amendment by which the people of the
couniry are 1o be accom d in a less degree
without it, by which no advantage is to accrue
government or to anybody else, for no eartl
whatever, unless it be 1o put this line upon &
ing than other lines of steamers established for
purposes ! Why should we have weak vessels
tor the same price we can have strong ones !

I have no doubt that the honorable senator from Lou.
immna [Mr. Sovix] is right when be says that in less
than 1wo years the ce the ury,
people of the country, will gain tenfold more than we
areto pay for the establishment of this line. But would
not that also be I, and the cpmmuni-
cation between ihe countries be increased, by baving ves-
ol of the required airength, by haviog the bill stand s
it is now, and have the wdditional security that the
vessels would be armed sufficiently to them

ainst any aitack which should be made for the purpose
:? taking possession of them ! The British steamers
which ply between Mexico mad Great Brimin are all
armed steamers. They carry bullion from one coun
to the other, and are of sthe strength whieh our
would fn i this bill passes without this maﬁm!.u
this bill should as it now in, onr vessals wou
then esabled lup.:n.mpeu al least with Great Britain in
that commerce. But il we vessols upon the
sole condition that they shall be of eight hundred tons
barden, wilhnuL having thon:.d mrlt?;: in l;:nli man-
ner aa 1o give this secuniy and profec o pasaen-

era and freight they may carry, then (Great Britwin would
ve that advantage over us in this commerce, Why,
then, adopt this amendment, when we shall pay no more
for w adapted 1o war purposes, and ol safficient
h o pay lor vessels of eight
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$2,000,000. | was, a short time since, opposed 1o this
very bill ; but 1 understand now that the two E:luespll
objections | had 10 it have been removed—that t
of the special contractor has been stricken out, nnd the
matier will be open to fair competition——
Mr. BORLAND. That is the proposed amendment.
Mr. MALLORY. I understand it will be stricken out.
I also understand that the claase in reference to war
steamers will be siricken out.  The objection 1o the lnt-
ter wmanifest. The mostof thm contracts formed have
d ths identical cl , that the vewsels huilt are

now and forever. [ am for the am t, but

the Wil
Mr. President, 1 did not expect this question wonld
come up lo-day, and therelore came here unprepared 1o
dincctdlll it, Spra uy&nmu’.il hlil been, | conld not
avoid an upeuze my views in opposilion to it;
though, for want of I have had to eonfine
mysell within narrow |i
terms

, and slate ve and in

the reasons of my tion.

out of them, in regakd to the working of this
of mail which 1 would have been
n-dtnrn.nllothﬁnlowﬂ to the country in a
more regulnr and better  arra course of remark
Mueh, forn, that | would have said, if | had antic, -
this disoussion, must now be omitted ; and | will

ble the Senate no more at prrumt. ol
Mr. UNDERWOOD. | rise for the purposs of obtain.
ing information from gentlemen, il l{:y will ba kind
enpugh 1o henr me ny difficultios, and solve them
The P s, Te st 1 std poepe ios
ost ttee, [Mr. Hosx ;] a the
: na [Mr. Sovee) up:h.krwiu

from
the information whieh I desive. [ want vary muoch
1o facilitate the communication betweoen the m aof the

10 be susceptible of war purposes. But [ believe it i
notorions ts i:""’ man in I,lne conntry who ndvnuuz
the subject that there has not been one vessel constructed
in d with the i ; that there has not besn
one vesssl constracted which would be fit for naval war
purposes to-morrow ; that il they were into serviea
ihere is not one upon which the conntry would not have
to expend some $150,000 al least before we uwe it
for war purposes. ;

Ig‘r‘: in the main with the honorable senator from
Lonisiana [Mr. Sovie] and the honorable senutor {rom
Texns (Mr. Rusk] as to the expenditure of the money
in cerimin sections ; and without leWu my vote
in favor of steam lines generally, still, twa objee-
Ll.tﬁn being withdrawn, | feel prepared to vots for

ill,

Mt. SOULE. 1 agree to the amendments proposed by
the senator from Alabama, [Mr. Cresess.] As soon as
they are seted npon, | shall propose some 1wo of thres
amendments mysel(.

Mr. PRATT. 1shonld like 10 have the vole iaken

1 the smendments separately. 1 am in favor of some

them, bt not of all. b

The PRESIDENT stated the first question to be upon

nume | from Flonda [Mr, Mattony] as 16 the great

than prog
hundred tons 1.5??.., 1o matler how weak they may be ?
M, HALE. Some remark was made by the senator

wo&n-l do not know exacily
ng like §10,000,000. 1
ing wear that amount when | 100k some paina lo
going on in an ascending
1 do not kmrmbm;‘ much it is n:)
v
e mmteand ' Sl e
for these
neatly $2,000,000 for e
that kl the expenditure of these
will have it that amonnt. for the
000, il you ask what earthly, what
remote, what con’ nt_advaniage it can
L ot to AN
3’1%5 il. ig‘-.’ e Nara Com
1 penans of what on DR
o‘ud'_.“ Iy u::vu increass the amount

we shall
. Butif this is ta be an
hape it will not be incarred.

ia raised by those who are
ties,
momhiu out large ¢ particularly

:

|

tage to
marine.
and do not know
conside

g




